Geoff Barton:

Interview hints for English NQTs

· Use the day to find out about the school – see if you can imagine yourself there. Look in stock-cupboards, smile at lots of people, try to talk to students

· On the tour, don’t be over-eager. People who ask too many questions are frequently off-putting. Play it cool.

· If you teach a lesson, make sure you do a seating plan or get the students to make name labels – it’ll quickly make the atmosphere more relaxed. Don’t be over-ambitious – teach a good, solid lesson with some teacher input, questioning, group work, small-scale writing, plenary. Try to get some aspect of language in there.

· At the interview, keep your answers to a sensible length – too many people talk for too long.

· Remember the Governor – a non-specialist. She or he will be imagining you teaching her/his child. You want to come across as lively, confident, conscientious, thoughtful, firm and friendly.

· Structure your answers – eg “Well, I think there are three important reasons for teaching Shakespeare …”

· Smile. Look relaxed. Show interest in everyone you meet.

· If you’re first into interview, don’t be drawn into discussing the questions you were asked with the other candidates. Instead, go for a walk around.

Possible questions:

· Why do you want to be an English teacher?

· Why do you want this job?

· What are your impressions of the school / department?

· What are the essential qualities of a good English teacher?

· Describe your best / worst lesson

· What are your strengths / weaknesses?

· How in a mixed ability class can we cater for the needs of all students?

· How important do you think it is to teach grammar?

· How would you teach Shakespeare to a group of reluctant Year 9 students?

· What are the ingredients of good A-level teaching? (answer – same as ingredients of good Year 7 teaching)

· What extra-curricular interests could you bring?

· Where do you see yourself in 5 years’ time?

· What are your views on the literacy framework?

· How do you teach punctuation?

· Is there a place any longer for the class reader?

Hope these help. Please email me with other questions that you encounter, and I’ll add them to this list.
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